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Summerhouse News!
Ridge West Garage in Hastings
maintain our fleet of minibuses and
managed to secure us funding of
£1897 from Master Serve Foundation
to go towards a Summerhouse.
HRVAB took the opportunity to
replace the old summerhouse with a
wonderful new one, as you can see,
and our Residents of Healey House
and clients who attend the Taplin are
really enjoying.
HRVAB wish to send a HUGE
thank you to the Master Serve
Foundation and Ridge West for
their support for this project.

GUIDE DOG HRVAB
INFORMATION DAY
Tuesday 29th November 2016
9.30am to 4pm
An opportunity to meet your local
Guide Dogs Mobility Team and
find out about the services they
offer. At the Taplin Centre - see
enclosed flyer for more details.

Our beautiful new summerhouse

HRVAB VIP Club
The aims of the club are to provide
visually impaired people with weekly
social afternoons where they can
meet others with similar problems
and enjoy a range of activities,
followed by a chat with light
refreshments.

afternoon tea (eg at Coastguards
Restaurant), HRVAB resources,
celebration parties at special times
(eg Christmas). Or anything else
suggested by members.

We currently meet on Wednesday
afternoons from 2.15-4.00 pm at the
Mendham Hall, Vicarage
Road, Hastings. Most
members are picked up
from home and returned
afterwards by HRVAB
minibus with volunteer
driver and escort at a
nominal cost: currently
£2.50 (or £1.25 if one way).
There is an additional
charge of £1 payable
on any trips outside the
VIP Club members Gwen, Joyce and Susan
Hastings area. There is
no fee to join and our
weekly subscriptions are £2.50
The name VIP Club was suggested
by one of our members and voted on which goes towards hire of the hall,
by the rest. VIP can of course stand refreshments and entertainment.
for both Visually Impaired People
What some of our VIP members say:
and Very Important People. Our
“The best day of my week. It makes
members are both!
me cheer up – when I go home I’m
We try to include something for
full of life” Marjory
everyone in our programme.
‘Everybody is friendly and there’s
Activities include: quizzes, musical
something different each week. It’s
and choral entertainment (both
somewhere nice to relax with people
classical and popular), talks, bingo,
in a similar position.’ Susan
reminiscences, chair exercises,
“Fantastic. It’s made me come out
sensory sessions, monthly raffle,
of my shell and now I’m able to help
tea and chat with a given topic,
out occasionally” Nettie
fish and chip lunch, trips out for

“A nice club where newcomers are
made to feel very welcome” Shirley

‘‘People who are visually impaired
face many challenges and being
able to go to the club means we
can meet and share these with
others who understand. The varied
programme offers a beacon of light
into the world outside” Margaret
“We’d like more members and
volunteers please!”

If you would like to join the VIP Club,
come along to see what it is like,
or can offer to help, please contact
Marie Turner, Group Leader, on
01424 428866 or email Secretary
Rosemary Bartholomew on:
rbhastings@gmail.com
We look forward to hearing from you!

Lordine Caravan Park held a
fundraising event for HRVAB,
they had a name the lion and
raised £50 and then a raffle which
raised a further £175 for the
Association.
Our thanks go to them all. If
anyone else would like to hold
a fundraising event please feel
free to contact us.

Message from our Chairman

Hello and welcome to our second newsletter. We are now
moving towards the winter and Christmas. I sincerely hope
you have a happy Christmas wherever you are.
I became involved with the HRVAB partly due to my
Mother-In-Law who began to have sight impairment many
years ago. After her husband died Grace decided to move
near us in Hastings about 5 years ago.

Every Friday l would visit the local library and collect
“talking” books for her. During one visit the library
assistant suggested that Grace would like a local Day Centre called Taplin
that her father visited and loved for many years. After a lot of discussions
we eventually persuaded Grace to go for a day and see what it was like. It
can be very difficult for a person when they do begin to lose their sight to
go out independently and enjoy themselves. She loved the Taplin Centre
after her first visit and would normally go 3 times a week. The great thing
with the Centre is the warm welcome everyone receives and most important
is the transport to and from their home. A big thank you to all the staff and
volunteers that make Taplin such a special place. It is also incredibly good
value for money compared with other day centres.
After suffering a major stroke Grace decided to move into Healey House
which she enjoyed and continued to attend the day centre. The combination
of Taplin and a care home is quite unique and provides an interesting and
social environment for the residents.

During a fund raising dinner l was approached by Terry Novis and asked
if l would be interested in joining the HRVAB committee. After a couple of
years l became Chairman. Working with Fieona our CEO and Terry our
Treasurer is a privilege and despite all the challenges and frustrations is also
rewarding and enjoyable. They both work tirelessly behind the scenes with
all the support staff to make the HRVAB unique.
I hope you find this winter edition of the newsletter both enjoyable and
informative.

Rod Painell, Chairman
Chief Executive
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